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Special Olympics
by Mike

We had so much fun at the Special Olympics. Thank you! Angie put me on the Able to 
Serve team. We practiced hard for this event. Eight people took part in the Special Olympics. 
Thank you to all the people who came to watch. Stacey won first place, second place, and 
third place. I won first place, first place, and second place.

Planet Earth: Its Lands
by Beka

I learned about the 7 continents. The biggest to smallest—Asia, Africa, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia.

An island has water all around it.
We also learned about landforms. North Carolina has mountains, rivers, hills, valleys, lakes, 

plain, basin, islands, and a plateau.
Ms. Ellen is a good teacher. Becky helped me with my worksheets.
I like to learn.

Bowl-a-Thon
by Becky

Able to Serve’s annual bowl-a-thon was held on March 29, 2014 at Buffaloe Lanes South.  
We all had a lot of fun! We had 5 lanes and 22 bowlers.

Stacey was the top fundraiser for this year’s bowl-a-thon, and her team was also the highest 
scoring team. Stacey’s team members were Gerrie, Mark, Mike, and Joni. Congratulations to 
Stacey and her team members.

Altogether, our participants raised $5,000 for Able to Serve. Great job, everyone!

Gala
by Becky

Our annual gala was held on April 11, 2014 at First Baptist Church in Garner. We had 
several businesses and families who sponsored tables. 

We had 35 table sponsors and 300 guests at the Gala and raised $20,000. We want to thank 
all of our table sponsors, guests, and silent auction contributors for their support. We could 
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Gala, continued from front page
not have done it without your help.

 Our Able to Serve participants got to help out this year, 
which was great. Some had speaking parts. Others helped by 
greeting our guests, helping them find their tables, and also 
serving beverages and desserts.  

We had two special music groups—Damascus Ridge, a Blue 
Grass Gospel Band, and 4 by His Grace. One of the members 
of 4 by His Grace is our own Carlton McDaniel. Man, can he 
sing! One of our participants, Terry, was invited on stage to 
sing with 4 by His Grace. She helped sing her favorite song, 
“John the Revalator” and she did an awesome job! Both of the 
groups were outstanding, and everyone really enjoyed them.

The participants also did two worship dances—“What the 
Lord Has Done in Me, and “We Are an Offering.” They were 
so much fun to do, and everyone loved them as well.

The Gala was a great night. I can’t wait until next year!

Did You Know …
Pluto is no longer considered 
a planet? It is too small to be 
considered a planet. It is now 
classified as a dwarf planet.

Being a Helper
by Teresa

I took a trip to my Aunt Shirley’s. It rained all the way to 
Whiteville. On Friday we helped her in the yard. We cleaned 
the house, and I helped. We also gave her dog a bath. Helping 
her made me feel good.

Playing Kickball
by Gerrie

Sometimes on Tuesdays at Able to Serve we go to the gazebo 
and play kickball. That is a lot of fun. Everyone gets a chance 
to kick the ball, and we take turns kicking and catching. The 
gazebo is a good play to play. When we miss catching the ball, 
the gazebo stops it.

Weddings 
by Matt

On Saturday, April 26, my twin brother Jason was married. I 
watched Jason get married in Balhaven. I enjoyed the wedding 
and spending time with my family. We enjoyed the wedding. 
The food at the wedding was very good.

On May 16, I went to the Outer Banks to my cousin Ryan’s 
wedding. I had a great time at the wedding. I watched the 
wedding from the pier. The food and the dancing was fun. I 
really enjoyed myself at the wedding. I enjoyed spending time 
with everybody. We all had a good time at the wedding. I sat 
in a chair that had gray wheels on it. I really enjoyed watching 
the wedding.

What’s the difference between 
people with disabilities and people 
without a disability? Nothing, we  
just do things a little differently,  

so don’t put the dis in ability.
—Stephanie

Planet Word Search
EARTH  •  JUPITER  •  MARS  •  MERCURY 
NEPTUNE  •  SOLAR  •  SYSTEM  •  PLUTO 

SATURN  •  URANUS  •  VENUS

C O N N A T H S I H
Y I E S O L A R N R
M E R C U R Y B E E
A A Y S A T U R N R
R R N S Y S T E M E
S T O V E N U S N E
W H U R A N U S A E
P A N E P T U N E U
P L U T O E E E P T
S O O J U P I T E R

Planet Word Jumble
Unmuddle the letters to find the names 

of each planet in our solar system.

p u i t r e j  ______________________

p o u l t   ______________________
 
n s e u v   ______________________

c u y r e r m  ______________________

r a u s n u  ______________________

s r a m   ______________________

t r e h a   ______________________

t e e p u n n  ______________________

t u r a n s  ______________________



Remembering Jessica
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.—Philippians 4:13

Jessica was a good friend. Jessica loved people. She liked to bowl. Carolina was 
her favorite team.
        —Donelle

***

Jessica is a good friendly person, and an encouraging person when I met 
Jessica. Jessica is a special and kind person. I like the way that Jessica smiles.

        —Evette

***

My favorite memory of Jessica was that she came to Able to Serve on Tuesdays 
and Wednesday of every week. Jessica had a very nice smile. She was a good 
friend to have at ATS. She liked telling jokes to us. She was a very good member of 
the ATS family. We are all going to miss her a whole lot. Samantha, you are a good 
mom and friend to have around. We love you very much.
        —Matt

***

As I sit back and reflect on my days at Able to Serve, I remember the Christmas 
parties and get togethers and food events. I will never forget my friends and the 
volunteers who contribute to the fun event called Able to Serve.

I will miss Jessica as well. She lit up a room when she walked in. We love you, 
Jess and family. Jessica will live in our hearts for a long time.
        —Ronnie

***

Jessica was such a kind, quiet person. She loved the Lord and had much more faith 
than most people. Her smile was priceless and she shared both freely. She loved to 
bowl and to tell jokes. Even though she was quiet, if you listened she had so much 
to say. She encouraged her friends with words of wisdom, her smile, and her faith. 
I will never forget her faith during her illness. She was always so upbeat through 
everything. She loved her God first and her mom second. Jessica will truly be 
missed but will always remain in our memories. I was blessed to have known her.

Samantha, we love you and as the pastor said, you are a wonderful mom. Jessica 
loved you dearly and she will always be with you. We love you very much and 
hope you will always be welcome to come and visit us.
        —Jackie

***

My favorite memories of Jessica, Sweet Angel
• Watching Jess work on a craft project. She was such a perfectionist!
•  Riding in the van—Jessica talked more one-on-one than in the big group. I 

probably know more about your family, Samantha, than you know.
• Jessica bowling with determinations and vigor.
• Her beautiful smile.
• Her love of her friends.
• Admiring her fighting spirit these last 17 months.
• Her love for her sweet Mama.

I love you too!
        —Angie

***

The Saturday after Jessica passed, a ladybug landed in my hair. I took that as a sign 
that Jessica is OK and happy! She would not want us to be sad.

I will always cherish the special times and friendship with Jessica … she will 
always be my hero, inspiration, and best friend.

        —Becky

A Joke for Jessica
Why do bees have sticky hair?
Because they use honey combs!

***

Jessica made a happy smile for us.

***

I will miss Jessica.
   —Tony

***

I will miss seeing Jessica at Able to 
Serve.
   —Terry

***

I remember her sweet smile. Each 
time I think of her it makes me smile. 
Sweet memories.
   —Gerrie

***

To Jessica’s family. We know she is 
always in your heart.
   —Terry & Janell

***

Jessica was a good friend, and she 
liked to tell jokes. She liked the 
Tarheels, and she was a good bowler. 
She had a beautiful smile.
   —Beryl

***

Jessica had a beauty smile. Jessica 
liked Carolina Blue. Jessica was a 
good friend. Jessica was my friend. 
Jessica liked to bowl. Jessica liked 
Carolina.
   —Mark

***

Jessica was a good friend to 
everyone. She had a beautiful smile. 
She liked to tell funny jokes. We at 
Able to Serve miss her very much.
   —Audrey


